Sample letter to Parliamentary candidate
Dear xxx

I am writing to express my concern about the declining numbers of young people who are emerging from UK schools and universities with competence in a foreign language. The2009 CBI employer survey showed that UK firms increasingly value language skills for success in the global market place, yet the majority of students now drop a language at 14. The proportion of young people taking a language to GCSE has dropped from 78% to 44% over the last decade and only 3% of university students study for a language as part of their degree. 

Employers who cannot find the skills they need amongst the home population, are forced to look abroad, and this has negative consequences for the employability of UK graduates and school leavers. 

Can we rely on a future xxx government to give languages a higher priority in education policy, alongside Maths and Science? 

